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ACPO COMMENT ON CRIME MAPPING - ONE YEAR ON

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: The upgrade of the existing http://www.police.uk website announced today will provide the public with even greater access to important information about crimes occurring in their local area, including crimes at or near points of interest, such as shopping areas, airports, railway stations, parking areas and night clubs

ACPO lead on crime information Deputy Chief Constable Neil Rhodes said:

“Providing crime mapping information to members of the public assists awareness of how the police service is working to reduce crime and disorder in communities, helps reduce the fear of crime and in areas where crime is occurring, provides encouragement to the public to support the police with information and remain watchful when appropriate.

"Through the work of the National Policing Improvement Agency, the upgrade of the existing http://www.police.uk website announced today will provide the public with even greater access to important information about crimes occurring in their local area and in particular provide an ability to identify crimes occurring at or near local points of interest, such as shopping areas, airports, railway stations, parking areas and night clubs. Providing this information is essential to building trust and confidence in policing by giving local communities direct and easy access to information which pinpoints what is occurring in their local neighbourhoods.

“By using crime mapping, forces will continue to work hard to provide the public with more information to help them understand what is happening in their area and reassure them of what is being done to make them safer.”

UKPolicing.info Notes . . .

For more information contact

ACPO Press Office

Association of Chief Police Officers 

e: press.office@acpo.pnn.police.uk 

The ACPO press office can be contacted via 020 7084 8946/47/48 (office hours) or via 07803 903686 (out of office hours).

The Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) is an independent, professionally-led strategic body. In the public interest and, in equal and active partnership with government and the Association of Police Authorities, ACPO leads and co-ordinates the direction and development of the police service in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. In times of national need ACPO, on behalf of all chief officers, co-ordinates the strategic policing response.

ACPO’s 329 members consist of 242 chief police officers from the home forces of assistant chief constable rank (commanders in the Metropolitan Police and City of London Police) and above, plus 66 senior police staff members from the 44 forces in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Non home forces such as British Transport Police have 21 chief police officer members and there are three members from the Service Police.

Return to top of e-Brief
NEW MOTORWAY GATES TO HELP DRIVERS

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: Work to install five new gates that will help emergency services and the Highways Agency to free drivers stuck in traffic after major motorway incidents will start this weekend.

The gates are being installed in the central reservation of sections of the M25, the M4 and the M20, and will be used to turn drivers around onto the other carriageway when the road ahead of them has been blocked by a major incident.

Two locations on the M25 between junctions 8 and 9 near Reigate in Surrey, and one between junctions 24 and 25 near Potters Bar in Hertfordshire will see the gates installed, as will the M4 between junctions 3 and 2 in west London and the M20 between junctions 1 and 2 in north Kent. Each location has been carefully chosen as there is a relatively long distance between junctions, increasing the risk that high numbers of vehicles could become stuck on the carriageway if the road ahead becomes blocked.

Work starts this Saturday (4 February) and is expected to be complete at all locations by the end of March. 

Highways Agency project leader Peter Rix said:

"Even with one of the safest road networks in the world, it is an unfortunate fact that major incidents do occur from time to time and, when they do, minimising their impact on drivers is a responsibility we take seriously. 

“We work hard to keep traffic flowing during incidents – both by managing traffic as safely and efficiently as possible, and by giving people useful information to help them make choices about their journeys. However, some drivers are unlucky enough to get caught behind incidents just after they have happened and that causes a whole range of challenges for us in terms of traffic management and driver and passenger welfare. These new gates will give us one more tool in our battle against congestion and driver delays."

At each location, the work will be carried out using temporary overnight lane closures. On the M25 between junctions 8 and 9 there will be two half-mile sections of narrow lanes past the area where the gates are being installed with a 50mph speed limit, which will remain in place 24 hours a day for safety reasons. Elsewhere, restrictions will be removed outside working hours.

There are no road closures or diversions planned at any point during the work. The work is expected to be complete by the end of March.

UKPolicing.info Notes . . .

The Highways Agency is an executive agency of the Department for Transport. We manage, maintain and improve England’s motorways and other strategic roads on behalf of the Secretary of State.

The work is being carried out in four phases. The exact dates of work are weather dependent, but the expected programme of work is:

* M25 J8 – 9: 4 Feb to 10 March

* M25 J24 -25: 20 Feb to 3 March

* M20 J1-2: 25 Feb to 10 March

* M4 J2-3: 12 Feb to 25 Feb

For the Highways Agency’s advice to road users this winter, “Make time for winter”, please visit www.highways.gov.uk/winter
We plan maintenance and improvement projects carefully to allow road works to be completed safely, in a cost effective way while keeping disruption to road users to a minimum. We do as much work as possible overnight and when roads are less busy in order to keep more lanes open for road users at peak travel times. Drivers are advised to check their route for road works and allow extra time for their journeys where needed. We have a variety of journey planning tools that road users can use to check travel conditions on the roads we manage, and we will do all we can to keep road users informed.

Safety at roadworks: The Highways Agency is working with the industry and road users to reduce the risks of working on the roads. For the safety of road workers and all road users, when you are approaching roadworks: 

- Keep within the speed limit – it is there for your safety.

- Get into the correct lane in good time – don’t keep switching.

- Concentrate on the road ahead, not the roadworks.

- Be alert for works’ traffic leaving or entering roadworks.

- Keep a safe distance – there could be queues in front.

- Observe all signs – they are there to help you.

Real-time traffic information for England’s motorways and other strategic roads is available:

- From the web at www.highways.gov.uk/traffic or www.highways.gov.uk/mobile if using a phone or mobile device. 

- By phone from the Highways Agency Information Line on 0300 123 5000 at any time. (Calls to 0300 numbers will cost no more than 5p per minute from a standard BT residential landline. Call charges from other landlines and mobile networks may vary, but will be no more than a standard geographic call and will be included in all inclusive minutes and discount schemes). Make sure it’s safe and legal before you call. Before using any mobile, find a safe place to park. Never stop on the hard shoulder of a motorway except in an emergency. 

- On an iPhone app which will automatically select the region you are in. Free to download from the iTunes store or search for Highways Agency on your device.

- From Twitter – there are eight feeds with live traffic information provided by region. For information on roads in the south east region follow us @HAtraffic_seast or for the full index visit www.highways.gov.uk/twitter.

Receive our national and regional press releases by RSS and get the latest headlines straight to your desktop the moment we publish them to our website. Choose to receive a national press feed or one of our regionalised feeds - go to www.highways.gov.uk/rssnews for more information.

Issued by the Highways Agency.
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SCOTLAND: MINIMUM PRICING OF ALCOHOL

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: Minimum pricing for alcohol, together with the existing ban on irresponsible promotions could prevents thousands of deaths, illnesses and crimes and save Scotland millions of pounds. 

These are the findings of a revised report carried out by researchers at the University of Sheffield which was published this morning. 

The report, which was published as the Cabinet Secretary for Health Nicola Sturgeon appeared at the Health Committee to talk about Minimum Unit Pricing, measures the effect that the policy is estimated to have on Scotland’s alcohol misuse problem.

The Sheffield team first carried out the report in 2009 and it has been refreshed in light of new data. 

The report looks at a range of minimum prices from 25p to 70p, with and without a ban on promotions. This will help Ministers decide on the level of the minimum price, which will be announced in the Spring. 

Key findings from the updated report, using a 45p minimum price, with a promotions ban, as an illustrative figure, include: 

· Overall weekly consumption across society would fall by six per cent. Consumption changes are greatest for harmful drinkers

· Alcohol related deaths would fall by about 60 in the first year and over 300 by year ten of the policy

· Alcohol-attributable morbidity decreases with an estimated reduction of 1,000 acute and 260 chronic illnesses in year one

· A fall in general hospital admission of 1,660 in year one and 6,630 by year ten

· Harmful drinkers would pay an extra £132 per year, compared to just £9 for moderate drinkers

· A fall in crime of 3,600 offences per year

· Around 36,500 fewer workdays lost through absenteeism and 1,180 fewer people unemployed because of alcohol misuse each year

· Harm reduction valued at £952 million over 10 years 

Ms Sturgeon said: 

"We all know that Scotland has a serious problem with alcohol misuse, with Scots drinking more than any other part of the UK and these findings further confirm my belief that minimum pricing can be a key weapon in the battle against this.

"The findings also confirm that the measure will have more of an effect on heavy drinkers as they tend to favour cheaper alcohol. 

"There is a clear link between the price of alcohol and consumption levels which is why we always intended to introduce a minimum price alongside the quantity discount ban.

"The support in favour of minimum pricing is now overwhelming, and I hope that this time around Scotland’s MSPs will do the right thing and back this policy. 

"Doctors, nurses, the police, academics and politicians, as well as growing numbers of the general population, have now recognised the harm that alcohol is doing to our communities and the benefit minimum pricing will bring – saving lives and reducing crime."

Related information:

Sheffield Alcohol Research Group http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/scharr/sections/ph/research/alpol/publications 
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NPIA UPGRADES CRIME MAP TO MARK ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: Website provides even more information about crime and anti-social behaviour in local neighbourhoods.

As the crime map http://www.police.uk marks its first anniversary, NPIA is providing even more information to the public about crimes and anti-social behaviour occurring in their local neighbourhoods.

We have upgraded the website to identify crimes occurring at or near local points of interest, such as shopping areas, hospitals, night clubs, railway stations and parking areas. We are also providing information about crimes and anti-social behaviour recorded at all train stations and railway networks recorded across England and Wales.

And from today the points on the website will relate to as few as eight postal addresses, rather than the previous threshold of 12, whilst still protecting individual identities. This is in response to public feedback for more detailed information on the crime map.

The development of the website, which is being managed jointly by the NPIA and the Home Office, has received more than 450 million hits since its launch a year ago - more than any other government website.

Assistant Chief Constable David Peacock, NPIA's strategic lead for crime mapping, said: "Providing crime information is essential in building the public's trust and confidence in policing, and reducing their fear of crime. Through crime mapping, forces are helping the public to better understand what is happening in their local area and reassuring them of what is being done to make their neighbourhoods safer."

The NPIA, Home Office and the Ministry of Justice are also working on a government commitment to use http://www.police.uk to show what happens after a crime has occurred. By May the crime map will show what action the police took and what the criminal justice outcome was.

UKPolicing.info Notes . . .

Additional Resources

•Image of street level crime and ASB in Westminster, December 2011 http://npia.pressofficeadmin.com/repository/files/policeuk04.jpg 

Written by Verity Hambrook (verity.hambrook@npia.pnn.police.uk) 

Return to top of e-Brief
FEDERATION REACTION TO PUBLICATION OF ‘GETTING IT RIGHT FOR VICTIMS AND WITNESSES’ 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: Commenting on the publication of the consultation document ‘Getting it right for victims and witnesses’ (30 January), Paul McKeever, Chairman of the Police Federation of England & Wales, says: 

" It is important that the government ensures that suitable help and resources are available for those victims of crime who need it. However, with diminishing budgets, we must safeguard against any changes that could be expensive, wasteful or result in a poorer service for victims of crime.

"We don't necessarily have to re-invent the wheel. There are many schemes in place that work and the government would do well to listen to advice from experts, such as the charity Victim Support, as to what victims really want and expect from the criminal justice system." 

Return to top of e-Brief
IPCC: RECOMMENDATIONS MADE FOLLOWING INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION INTO DEATH OF ANDRZEJ RYMARZAK IN POLICE CUSTODY

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: The Independent Police Complaints Commission made a number of recommendations following the death of Andrzej Rymarzak in police custody.

An independent investigation commenced after Andrzej Rymarzak (also known as Andrew), 43, was found dead in a police cell at Chelsea police station in the early hours of Thursday, 22 January, 2009.

Mr Rymarzak had been arrested on Old Brompton Road on 21 January after attacking an ambulance crew that had come to his assistance. The crew was responding to a call from a member of the public who had seen Mr Rymarzak in distress. 

The IPCC’s independent investigation examined the circumstances of Mr Rymarzak’s arrest and transportation to Chelsea police station, the authorisation of his detention, the subsequent care and treatment afforded to him while in custody and the medical review and examination carried out.

The IPCC independently investigates the majority of deaths in custody and makes recommendations to forces and nationally for change to prevent future deaths.

After concluding the independent investigation the following recommendations were made:

1. That the Metropolitan Police Service and other forces put in place a regime to ensure there is effective line management of custody sergeants by duty officers or custody inspectors.

2. That there is greater clarity about the responsibility for detainees in custody when at any given time there is more than one custody sergeant on duty.

3. That there is guidance given to custody sergeants about how to proceed when there is dissatisfaction with the performance of any Health Care Professional or when there are concerns about the competence of a Health Care Professional who examines a detainee.

Death in police custody is a priority area for the IPCC. Commissioner Mike Franklin, who leads on custody issues for the IPCC said: 

“Investigating deaths in police custody is a priority area for the IPCC and we will continue to identify areas for improvements and make recommendations for forces regarding how to deal with detainees.

“Following our independent investigation we made recommendations regarding effective line management, the need for greater clarity about detainees in custody and how custody sergeants should proceed if they are unhappy with medical professionals.

“This was a tragic incident which resulted in the death of Mr Rymarzak. My thoughts and condolences are with Mr Rymarzak’s family and friends.”

In April 2010 the IPCC passed a file to the Crown Prosecution Service which contained evidence concerning the conduct of four police officers, a civilian designated detention officer and the Force Medical Examiner. All of whom were present at the custody suite at various times on the evening of 21 January and the morning of 22 January 2009.

Dr Hisham El-Baroudy, a former FME, was charged with gross negligence manslaughter. He was found not guilty at Southwark Crown Court last Thursday (26 January).

Offences of misconduct in public office and attempting to pervert the course of justice were considered by the CPS but they decided there was insufficient evidence to bring any charges.

Management action was agreed against two officers, a gross misconduct panel is pending and one person has since retired.

Knowledge gained during investigations has resulted in the IPCC making recommendations to PACE codes and the Safer Detention and Handling Guidance (ACPO guidance).

This work includes 1) looking at the definition of intoxication 2) ensuring that risk assessments are carried out correctly by officers 3) rousing is done properly. This work has been submitted to the Home Office, ACPO and the NPIA.

UKPolicing.info Notes . . .

For media enquiries please contact the IPCC press office on 0207 166 3028
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HMRC: DUO JAILED FOR £700,000 VAT FRAUD 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: Two fraudsters from Kent who falsely claimed VAT repayments of over £700,000 have been jailed following an investigation by HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC).

Keith Chamberlain (42) and Rhonnan Mundy (49) submitted false Value Added Tax (VAT) 

repayment claims to HMRC by setting up companies and providing fake documentation to support their claims. 

Chamberlain and Mundy were each jailed for two years and eight months.

John Cooper Assistant Director HMRC Criminal Investigation said: 

“The motivation of Chamberlain and Mundy was pure greed. They selfishly attempted to steal over £700,000 of taxpayers’ money which is needed to fund vital public services. 

These sentences will act as a deterrent to those who are tempted to become involved in this type of criminal activity. HMRC will not only pursue and prosecute VAT fraudsters but we will also seek to reclaim the proceeds of the crime.”

Between January 2008 and July 2010, Chamberlain and Mundy conspired together in registering a number of companies to falsely reclaim VAT on zero rated services including PD&C Ltd, a building company that specialised in dry lining, and Kent Farm Produce, a fruit and vegetable wholesale business. HMRC also found evidence of the pair hijacking a legitimate VAT registration and also using the identities of at least four people without consent, to set up further businesses in order to submit false VAT reclaims. Some of the businesses never actually traded and were simply a front to commit VAT repayment fraud.

In respect of PD&C Ltd, which reclaimed over £550,000 in VAT alone, investigations by HMRC officers found that between January 2008 and October 2009 there was no evidence of any trading activity. None of the legitimate companies the pair had claimed to have done business with had ever heard of them. 

Both men pleaded guilty and were sentenced yesterday (30 January 2012) at Canterbury Crown Court.

Confiscation proceedings are in place to reclaim the proceeds of their crime from Chamberlain and Mundy.

UKPolicing.info Notes . . .

Keith Lawrence Chamberlain, date of birth 29/06/1969, of 316 London Road, Dover CT17 pleaded guilty to conspiracy to cheat the revenue contrary to section 1 of the Criminal Law Act 1977 in April 2011.He was sentenced to two years and eight months imprisonment at Canterbury Crown Court on 30 January 2012 and disqualified from being a company director for 10 years. 

Rhonnan Mark Mundy, birth 29/01/1963, of Thatched Cottage, Mill Lane, Worth, Deal, Kent, CT14 pleaded guilty to conspiracy to cheat the revenue contrary to section 1 of the Criminal Law Act 1977 in April 2011. He was sentenced to two years and eight months imprisonment at Canterbury Crown Court on 30 January 2012 and disqualified from being a company director for 10 years. 

The total amount of VAT fraudulently claimed was £707,595.52.

Anyone with information about people committing VAT fraud is encouraged to call the Customs Hotline on 0800 59 5000 or email customs.hotline@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk. 

Confiscation proceedings are in place. 

Photos of the defendants are available.

Follow HMRC on Twitter @HMRCgovuk

Issued by HM Revenue & Customs Press Office

Press enquiries only please contact:

Georgina Myles, Regional Press officer for London, Thames Valley & the South East

Tel: 07748 931504 

E-mail: Georgina.myles@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
Or 

Bob Gaiger, Media Relations Manager

Tel: 01404 811532 or 07802 634144

E-mail: Bob.gaiger@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
Out of hours

Tel: 07860 359544

Website www.hmrc.gov.uk
Return to top of e-Brief
HMRC: FAKE TOBACCO FACTORY GANG JAILED

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: A criminal gang who set up a factory potentially capable of making up to 625 million counterfeit cigarettes and five million pouches of fake hand rolling tobacco a year were jailed today.

The plot, worth over £131 million per annum in lost revenue, was foiled when HM Revenue & Customs criminal investigators swooped and closed down the fully equipped cigarette factory in Chesterfield, Derbyshire, before it went into production. During the raid in September 2009 they discovered that the gang were also planning to expand into making counterfeit alcohol. 

In two co-ordinated searches at the gang’s other industrial units in Blidworth, Nottinghamshire, and a barn at Top Farm, Laxton, Newark, Nottinghamshire, the investigators also seized:

• Cigarette manufacturing equipment destined for another criminal gang, capable of producing a potential 750 million cigarettes a year with an annual revenue loss of over £141 million, from Blidworth, and

• A five tonne tobacco cutting machine to process the tobacco to make counterfeit hand rolling tobacco and cigarettes, from Laxton. 

Gary Lampon, Assistant Director of Criminal Investigation for HMRC, said: 

“This was organised crime on an industrial scale. The gang planned to launch a UK production facility, manufacturing counterfeit tobacco goods by the million. We had previously seized 1.25 million illegal cigarettes from them, so in the belief that they could make a bigger profit, they decided to make their own. This was all about lining their own pockets and they had no regard to the potential harm such criminal activity causes to individuals, communities and legitimate businesses.”

His Honour Judge Jonathon Teare said “ The potential loss of revenue was substantial; the project was grand with a series of plans set to evade duty and make millions”. On sentencing Robinson, he said, “your expectations were high and if you had succeeded you would be a millionaire by now and the public purse very much depleted”. 

Background

Gang members traded in smuggled and counterfeit cigarettes illegally manufactured in the UK. HMRC had already seized 1.25 million cigarettes from the gang in two separate operations. The first in June 2009, when one million cigarettes were seized in Rainworth, Nottingham, and the second in August 2009 when 250,000 cigarettes were seized at the Sherwood Business Park, Nottingham.

The gang had conspired to escalate from trading in these illegal cigarettes and tobacco, to manufacturing their own counterfeit cigarettes and tobacco on an industrial scale. Unbeknown to the gang, HMRC were aware of their elaborate plans and were secretly tracking their every move, swooping once they were confident they had enough evidence to bring the defendants to justice, but before the manufacturing plants went into production.

At the Chesterfield plant officers also seized packaging for 43 million cigarettes, cigarette paper and cigarette tipping paper, foil cellophane, glue and cardboard inners for packets of 20 cigarettes.

In Blidworth, 5,000 litres of 96 per cent proof alcohol was seized in a lorry just yards before it was delivered to the gang’s warehouse. This was enough to produce 25,000 bottles of spirits such as vodka or whisky, with a revenue loss of £109,000. 

Forensic analysis showed the liquid was denatured alcohol unfit for human consumption.

At the barn in Laxton officers also seized 100,000 counterfeit Golden Virginia pouches.

UKPolicing.info Notes . . .

Details of the defendants sentenced today, 31 January 2012 at Nottingham Crown Court include 

• Phillip William Robinson, (DOB 25.02.65), of 3 Southfields Close, Kirkby in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, was sentenced to seven years and four months in prison. A five year crime prevention order was also granted. 

Robinson was the principal player in the fraud heading up the tobacco manufacturing plant and running the UK arm of the operation. He was also responsible for organising the illicit alcohol plot. 

• Derek Lloyd Hickling, (DOB 29.12.64), of 278 Woodborough Road, Nottingham, was sentenced to twelve months in prison suspended for twelve months. He is also required to carry out 120 hours of unpaid work. 

Hickling played a role in the alcohol supply chain.

• Michael Roy Larcombe, (DOB 23.04.54), of 66 Meadowside Crescent, Nottingham, was sentenced to twelve months in prison suspended for twelve months. He is also required to carry out 120 hours of unpaid work.

Larcombe was the driver responsible for transporting the 5,000 litres of illegal alcohol seized.

• Vincent Waller, (DOB 01.12.64), of 10 Jubilee Crescent, Clowne, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, was sentenced to two years and six months in prison. A four year crime prevention order was also granted.

Waller was Robinson’s right hand man and oversaw the setting up of the machinery and sourced the commercial premises.

• Peter Bent, (DOB 09.10.67), of 73 George Street, South Normanton, Alfreton, Derbyshire, was sentenced to ten months in prison suspended for one year. A curfew from 9pm – 6am for four months was imposed.

Bent acted as a broker in the cigarette smuggling operation and was to partner Robinson in the illicit alcohol plot.

• Phillip William Hall, (DOB 22.01.61), currently of HM Prison Service and formerly of 5 Highland Way, Rugeley, Staffordshire, and 26 Oberon Grove, Wednesbury, West Midlands, was sentenced to 18 months in prison. 

Hall (along with co-defendant James) was to be the supplier of the tobacco and instruct how to operate the tobacco manufacturing machinery.

Hall was jailed for five years in March 2011 for his role in operating an illegal tobacco manufacturing plant in Blithbury, Staffordshire.

• Donald James, (DOB 14.03.49), of 51 Meschines Street, Coventry, West Midlands, was sentenced to 12 months in prison suspended for one year. A curfew from 9pm – 6am for four months was imposed. A three year crime prevention order was also granted.

James (along with co-defendant Hall) was to be the supplier of the tobacco and instruct how to operate the tobacco manufacturing machinery.

• Christopher John Burns, (13.07.77), of 3 Leigh Ave, Burntwood, Staffordshire, was sentenced to 16 months in prison. A three year crime prevention order was also granted. 

Burns arranged the transportation of smuggled tobacco and would have played a role in commercially selling the counterfeit goods across the UK.

• Andrius Kochanauskas, (DOB 01.02.82), of Ozuku, 37-1, Vilnius, Lithuania, was sentenced to five months in prison. 

Kochanauskas was taking control of the second tobacco manufacturing machinery for a separate organised crime gang.

• Dangis Sulzinskas, (DOB 23.01.71), Flat 4, Nelson House, Western Avenue, London, was sentenced to 12 months in prison suspended for 1 year. He is also required to carry out 180 hours of unpaid work. 

Sulzinskas was a driver and a supplier of smuggled cigarettes. 

The defendants were charged with either tobacco or alcohol smuggling offences under the Customs and Excise and Management Act 1979 or conspiracy to produce cigarettes and / or hand rolling tobacco within the UK contrary to the Criminal Law Act 1977 and Customs and Excise Management Act 1979.

Follow HMRC on Twitter @HMRCgovuk

Issued by HM Revenue & Customs Press Office

Press enquiries only please contact:

Jennie Kendall, Press Officer for Central England

Tel: 07810 815832

Email: jennie.kendall@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
Out of hours

Tel: 07860 359544

Website www.hmrc.gov.uk
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MINISTRY OF JUSTICE: £50 MILLION FOR VICTIMS’ SERVICES

Tuesday, January 31, 2012: In an overhaul of victims’ services, up to £50 million would be generated from offenders to help create a speedier, more supportive system for victims of serious crime. 

Criminals will be forced to fund victims' support services and those with unspent convictions could be banned from claiming compensation, under new proposals announced by Justice Secretary, Kenneth Clarke, today. 

The planned shake-up, which is now out to public consultation, includes: 

· Ending payments for minor injuries such as sprained ankles, cuts and grazes and speeding up payments for serious injuries;

· Greater funding for victims' support services, better targeted at those most in need;

· Stopping criminal injuries compensation payments to people with unspent convictions - totalling at least £75million over the past decade;

· Banning criminal injuries compensation payments to people who have been resident in the UK for less than 6 months (except for UK and EU/EEA nationals);

· A new statutory Victims' Code including the right for victims to make a personal statement and to request a meeting with their offender;

· A simpler route of complaint and redress for victims; 

· Giving new Police and Crime Commissioners a key role in deciding the priorities for local victims' services; 

· Ensuring more voluntary victims' organisations have access to long-term funding. 

Justice Secretary, Kenneth Clarke, said: 

'Victims in this country must be able to rely on a justice system which punishes offenders properly and ensures that victims who suffer serious consequences are properly helped and supported. 

'Cash compensation should be better focused on blameless victims of the most serious crimes and more support for victims should be funded by offenders rather than taxpayers. 

'Victims should be supported and not be let down by the criminal justice system. They are the people to whom we have the greatest responsibility. I believe all these proposals will go a long way to putting right the failings of the past.' 

The Government will also, for the first time, compensate British victims of terrorist atrocities abroad on the same basis as victims of terrorism in Britain. Those with ongoing disabilities from attacks after 2002 will also receive financial support. 

The intended boost of £50m from the Victim Surcharge and financial penalties for victims' services is in addition to the £1million that the Government aims to take from prisoners' pay packets through the Prisoners' Earnings Act. 

Respond to the consultation now http://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/victims-witnesses . 

UKPolicing.info Notes . . .

For more information call the Ministry of Justice Press Office on 0203 3343555.

Each year central Government spends £66million on victim and witness support services. Offenders only contribute around £10m to this through the Victim Surcharge - currently set at £15 on all court fines which helps fund Independent Domestic Violence Advisers, Witness Care Units and voluntary support groups. 

The Prisoners' Earnings Act, which came into force last September, sees 40% of the net wages of prisoners working outside prison go to Victim Support. 

Victim Personal Statements give victims an opportunity to tell criminal justice agencies, the magistrate or judge how they have been affected by a crime.
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